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The Man of Genius by Cesare Lombroso 

Famous criminologist, anthropologist, and psychiatrist, Dr Lombroso, investigated the memetic 
anecdotal belief that genius is associated with degenerative symptoms, or may even be a 
version of insanity, and presented his findings as a fascinating and controversial theory that the 
creative and imaginative celebrities throughout history have also displayed what he termed as 
"atavistic" symptoms, or defects resembling what is commonly seen in the unwell.  
Read by Leon Harvey.  Total running time: 12:18:22 
00 PREFACE...…………………………………………………………………….…….…….00:14:12 
01 HISTORY OF THE PROBLEM…………………………………………………………...00:08:04 
02 GENIUS AND DEGENERATION…………………………………………………………01:12:49 
03 LATENT FORMS OF NEUROSIS AND INSANITY IN GENIUS………………….…..00:58:16 
04 GENIUS AND INSANITY………..…………………………………………………….…..01:07:56 
05 METEROLOGICAL INFLUENCES OF GENIUS……………………………………….00:35:02 
06 CLIMATIC INFLUENCES ON GENIUS……………………………………………..… .00:35:36 
07 THE INFLUENCE OF RACE AND HEREDITARY ON GENIUS AND INSANITY..…00:36:43 
08 THE INFLUENCE OF DISEASE ON GENIUS………………………………………….00:03:51 
09 THE INFLUENCE OF CIVILIZATION AND OF OPPORTUNITY…………………..…00:16:48 
10 GENIUS IN THE INSANE. CHAPTER I. INSANE GENIUS IN LITERATURE………00:35:12 
11 ART IN THE INSANE……………………………………………………………….……. 00:52:31 
12 LITERARY AND ARTISTIC MATTOIDS…………………………………………………01:07:23 
13 POLITICAL AND RELIGIOS LUNATICS AND MATTOIDS. PART 1……………...…00:33:15 
14 POLITICAL AND RELIGIOS LUNATICS AND MATTOIDS. PART 2……………...…01:06:00 
15 POLITICAL AND RELIGIOS LUNATICS AND MATTOIDS. PART 3……………...…00:44:59 
16 CHARACTERISTICS OF INSANE MEN OF GENIUS………………….…………...…00:29:58 
17 ANALOGY OF SANE TO INSANE GENIUS………………………………………...….00:10:02 
18 THE EPILEPTOID NATURE OF GENIUS……………………………………….…..….00:32:01 
19 SANE MEN OF GENIUS…………………........................................................………00:10:54 
20 CONCLUSIONS…………...…………………………………………………………….…00:06:20 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture by Wikipedia commons (2014). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries 
with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by {Leon Harvey}. This design is in the public domain.  
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